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different line of work. Then in 1961, at the age
of twenty, he became a police officer in Lees-
burg, marking the commencement of his thirty-
four year career with Leesburg’s Police De-
partment. In 1972, he assumed the position of
Chief of the Leesburg Police Department and
held that post until his retirement in 1995.

Mr. Kidwell’s remarkable career spanned
multiple decades, and as Chief, he oversaw
Leesburg’s Police Department during a period
of unprecedented development in the town. As
the town expanded and confronted new com-
plex challenges, Chief Kidwell ensured that
the police department was equipped to handle
the city’s massive population surge and trans-
formed the department from a meager force of
only four police officers, one patrol car, and no
radio system into a modem police department.
During his tenure, the department burgeoned
into a thirty-five person force that was able to
effectively combat the increasingly serious
crimes stemming from Leesburg’s rapid
growth. But despite the town’s enlargement,
Chief Kidwell always remained engaged with
Leesburg’s residents and maintained a small-
town approach to law enforcement.

After retirement, Chief Kidwell spent much
of his time playing golf, watching sports, espe-
cially his beloved Washington Redskins, and
caring for his grandchildren. He is survived by
his wife, Dorothy Knox Kidwell, his daughters,
Kelly Bradley, Kerri Spinks, and Kristi Kidwell,
his sisters Catherine Howard and Page
Kidwell, his brother Bradley Kidwell, seven
grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and
many nieces and nephews.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me and
countless others as we recognize the innumer-
able contributions of Chief Kidwell. Chief
Kidwell’s steadfast commitment and selfless
dedication to keeping the residents of Lees-
burg safe will be greatly missed, and the serv-
ices he provided to the Town of Leesburg and
Virginia’'s Tenth Congressional District will
never be forgotten. He was an exemplary offi-
cer and the true embodiment of a public serv-
ant, and today we honor him for his legacy of
a lifetime of service.

———
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and sincerity that | take this
time to congratulate the individuals who will
take their oath of citizenship on July 4, 2017.
In true patriotic fashion, on the day of our
great Nation’s celebration of independence, a
naturalization ceremony will take place, wel-
coming new citizens of the United States of
America. This memorable occasion, coordi-
nated by the League of Women Voters of the
Calumet Area and presided over by Magistrate
Judge Andrew Radovich, will be held at The
Pavilion at Wolf Lake in Hammond, Indiana.

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come
from countries around the world to the United
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. The oath ceremony is a shining example
of what is so great about the United States of
America—that people from all over the world
can come together and unite as members of
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a free, democratic nation. These individuals
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a
better opportunity for success than here in
America.

On July 4, 2017, the following people, rep-
resenting many nations throughout the world,
will take their oaths of citizenship in Ham-
mond, Indiana: Adriana Solis, Dhanwant
Singh, Syneth Lorana Gardner, Roberto Diaz,
Virginia Reformina Wilson, Khalid Javed,

Maria Wiederhold, Glendie Mallen, Liljana
Stojceska, Oliver Cadikovski, Gagandeep
Khatra, Hernan Ezequiel Barenboim, Jose
Lauro Sanchez Ruvalcaba, Sambath
Cheakhun, Mariel Claudia Lopez, Sabine

Marie Helene Shive, Maria del Rayo Tirado,
Mary Madhulatha Vennamalla, Ding Lin,
Aurelia Ruiz, Alanoud Hashem Mahmoud
Alshurafa, Yan Zhu, Guadalupe Juan Ramirez,
Aleksandra Gardijan, Nevenka Nanic, Brenda
Beatriz Medina, Maria de los Angeles
Garduno Hernandez, Woo Young Yang, Lucy
Amparo Perdomo Lopez, Marjan Risteski, J.
Guadalupe Gama Macias, Delroy Anthony
Roomes, Sonali Shukla, Erlinda Treyes Alva-
rez, Ma Dolores Serrano del Real, Gelma
Ordaniza Hogue, Damaris Mituki Kariuki, Ravi
Nigam, Jayesh Shantilal, Minnie Marchan
Damico, Teresa Bautista Alcala, Mico
Mileusnic, Mathy Bukassa McKinney, Israel
Jacinto-Contreras, Norielyn Langres
Heitzmann, Genevieve Blayee, Manuel Angel
Corazzari, Martin Gonzalez, Hannan Hassan
Sheikh, and Emilio Soria.

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives,
each is inspired by the fact that the United
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country “. . . of the people, by the
people, and for the people.” They realize that
the United States is truly a free nation. By
seeking American citizenship, they have made
the decision that they want to live in a place
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment
of the Constitution, they can practice religion
as they choose, speak their minds without fear
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
congratulating these individuals, who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America
on July 4, 2017, the anniversary of our Na-
tion’s independence. They, too, are American
citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed the in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. We, as a free and democratic
nation, congratulate them and welcome them.

———
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Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Kelmendi, a member of the Al-
banian-American Community of Michigan.

In 2002, Professor John P. Kelmendi was
elevated to Knighthood by his Majesty King
Leka | of Albania. This honor represents his
leadership and courage in bringing freedom,
liberty, and democracy to citizens of Albania.
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Dedicating his life to service, Dr. Kelmendi
was also presented with the Mother Theresa
Humanitarian Award by the President of Alba-
nia and now resides in Michigan.

Dr. Kelmendi’s efforts continue to influence
the lives of high school students as an educa-
tor and scholar in Michigan. On March 31,
2017, the Albanian-American Community of
the USA awarded Dr. Kelmendi the 2016 Life-
time Achievement Award. His contribution to
education and culture in America has been ex-
traordinary.

| join the Albanian-American Community of
Michigan, in Shelby Township, in congratu-
lating and thanking Dr. John P. Kelmendi for
his service.

———
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Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
recognize the Stark County Courthouse, which
celebrates its bicentennial this year.

The halls of the Stark County Courthouse
have a significant place in American history—
recounting the area’s evolution into a promi-
nent community in Northeast Ohio. President
William McKinley argued cases before the
court as Stark County Prosecutor, and citizens
would travel to the courthouse to hear news
and updates from the battlefield during the
Civil War.

The current courthouse is the third con-
structed on the grounds in Stark County,
sculpted from brick, sandstone, and marble.
The building itself is an illustration of justice,
with the clock tower adorned with four Trum-
peters of Justice symbolizing the Courthouse
occupants’ devotion to truth and integrity. The
triangular sandstone pediment on the front of
the Courthouse demonstrates figures of com-
merce, justice, agriculture, and industry pro-
duced in Stark County.

The Stark County Courthouse is a treasure
of Northeast Ohio, and | am proud to join in
celebration of its place in our history.

HONORING OBERLIN COLLEGE
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Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
commend to the House the many contributions
of Dr. Marvin Krislov. Dr. Krislov is departing
the presidency of Oberlin College and Con-
servatory tomorrow after ten years of distin-
guished service in that office.

A Rhodes Scholar and a graduate of Yale
Law School, Dr. Krislov initially pursued a ca-
reer in law, clerking for the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Northern District of California
in San Francisco. He then spent three years
working at the White House Counsel's Office
and then in various senior roles at the Depart-
ment of Labor.

Dr. Krislov came to Oberlin College in 2007
after nine years as Vice President and Gen-
eral Counsel at the University of Michigan.
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